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baptized and educated by their mother as catholics and to be
free to remain such without forfeiting their right of succession
to the throne, but also the execution of the penal laws was to be
suspended.1
There were, however, other parties to the question—the pope
and Spanish theologians, and the English people. The theolo-
gians insisted that the marriage treaty must be sanctioned by
the English parliament, and that three years should then elapse
before the marriage in order to ensure that freedom of worship
for English catholics was really granted. James dared not make
any public announcement of freedom of worship for catholics,
but attempted to satisfy the Spaniards by suffering Raleigh to
be executed in i6i8,2 under the sentence passed upon him for
treason in 1603 (although it was perfectly obvious that he was
in reality the victim of Spanish influence at court), and by
releasing a hundred priests, who were allowed to leave the
country in 1618*
At this stage the Bohemian revolution began the Thirty Years
War. In August 1619 Frederick of the Palatinate accepted the
crown of Bohemia without waiting for the approval of his
father-in-law,3 A year later Frederick's forces were defeated at
the battle of the White Mountain, and a Spanish army invaded
the Palatinate. Public opinion in England whole-heartedly
adopted Frederick's side,4 but the king stood aloof from this
enthusiasm* His attitude was an odd mixture of delight that
his daughter's husband should have become a crowned king,
fear lest Spain should hold him responsible for his son-in-law's
rashness, and anger at the affront to regality.5 His remarks to
Dohna, Frederick's envoy, are typical of his whole position on
foreign policy: 'Can you show me a good ground for the Palatine's
invasion of the property of another ? ,.. So you are of the opinion
that subjects can dispossess their kings? You are come in good
1 Ibid., ii* 3*3-4,
*	For Raleigh's release from the Tower and his expedition to Guiana sec below,
P< 3^3'
*	Anton Gindely, History of the Thirty Years* War (1898), i. X53™5.
4	Tom Tell~Troath (in Sowers Tracts•, ii. [1809], 47s) saV!J that, in taverns, for one
health to the king ten were drunk to the Palatine and his wife.
5	State Papers, Venetian, x6tg~x63X) pp. 53, 92 (where he i» said to have declared
that he could not countenance the practice of deposing kings). In his speech at the
opening of parliament in x6s i, he explained why he had been loath to meddle with
the question. Among the reasons is: *I would not make religion the cauie of depos-
ing kings.*  (Old Parliamentary History9 v. 317-18.)

